Fond du Lac County Labor Council Minutes

March 1, 2010
The meeting was called to order by President David Page at 7:00 p.m.  The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

Roll Call of Officers: Present were President David Page, Vice-President Steve Kirchoff, Recording Secretary Mary Kunde, Trustees Dave Moffitt and Bonnie Alsup and Sergeant at Arms Tom Kunde. Treasurer Keith Joseph was absent and excused. Trustee Richard Sorenson was absent.
Speakers:  Will Lemke from Russ Feingold’s campaign committee spoke to the membership about getting involved as a steering committee member for the campaign.  He also handed out talking point, bumper stickers and a sign up sheet for anyone interested in the steering committee. The membership had a lot of statements for Will about campaign finance and how labor has invested millions of dollars in getting people elected but has gotten little or no return for their investment. If you have any questions for Will or would like more information contact Will at lemke@russfeingold.org or call him at 920-497-1375.
Gary Mueller also addressed the membership.  Gary is running for a seat on the Fond du Lac City Council. Gary is a retired educator. While employed he was a member of several different teachers unions and also a staff representative for several teachers unions.  While he has no specific agenda, he did encourage us to contact him with any labor issues that may arise. For more information you can contact Gary at 920-922-4545 or you can talk to him at the Labor Council Recognition dinner.
New Members: None
Delegates Present: Mary Kunde, Tom Kunde, Steve Kirchoff, Bonnie Alsup, David Page, Dave Moffitt, Norm Bertram, Larry Dikeman, Roger Konen, Gary Ruhl, Ken Malson and Rob Boelk.
Reading of Minutes: A motion was made and seconded to accept the minutes of the February meeting as written.  The motion passed.
Executive Board Minutes: There was no action taken by the Executive Board.
Reports of Committees: None
Communications:  Communications for the month of February were read and placed on file.

Financial Report: There was no financial report given for the month of February.  Treasurer Keith Joseph was absent.
Welfare of the Council:  Mary Kunde will be contacting City of Fond du Lac Community Development Director Wayne Rollin to get information on TIF districts and find out if the Labor Hall would qualify for any funding for building improvements.
Unfinished Business: Steve Kirchoff will be getting estimates for the repairs to the bathrooms at the Labor Hall.  The $500 funding for the repairs was donated by Pro-Union Financial Services. If anyone knows of a laborer with dry-wall experience please contact Steve Kirchoff at 

920-921-2601.
New Business: Dave Page and Rob Boelk were elected as our delegates to the Northeast Wisconsin Area Labor Federation (ALF).  The next meeting is 5/27/10 at 5:00 p.m. at the UA Local 400 hall in Kaukauna.  
Reports of Local Unions: David Page reported that Alliance Laundry is calling back 17 employees who were on voluntary lay off.  There are about 20 more employees still out on voluntary lay off.  Steve Kirchoff reported that Merc Marine has begun hiring employees at $10 an hour with limited benefits.  This is a result of the renegotiated labor agreement late last year.  Rob Boelk reported that SB469 is still in committee and may stay there for the next legislative session.  This is the telephone deregulation bill and Rob testified against the bill.  Gary Ruhl reported that Whirlpool will be closing their plant in Indiana and shipping those jobs to Mexico.  He also reported that Fond du Lac will be building a recycling plant in 2010 and there will be a union general contractor for the job.  Gary reminded us that a union general contractor does not guarantee that the sub-contractors will be union.
The meeting was adjourned at 8:01 p.m.
Respectfully Submitted

Mary Kunde

Recording Secretary
